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EDITORIAL. 


The Southport Conference was in many ways a decided success, 
although we have heard better discussions, and the speech-making 
was done almost entirely by our veterans. In the nature of the 
case this could not have been otherwise. Questions of vital moment 
could only be handled with great circumspection, and statements of 
our attitude towards the alleged Government proposals would pro- 
bably be dangerously dealt with by the more youthful amongst us. 
Even so, it is questionable if some of the papers and discussions 
almost entirely hostile to what we believe Mr. Fisher's intentions 
to be-—were altogether wise. We have to allow for human nature, 
and an uncompromising antagonism to the proposal that libraries 
should become a department of the local education authority, is 
likely to irritate that authority. 

x 

We must pay a tribute to the organization of the Conference. 
When the difficulties of the time are remembered, it will be recog- 
nized that the whole meeting ran with remarkable smoothness and 
pleasantness, without fuss, and yet with great hospitality and an 
assurance of welcome that everyone who attended must appreciate. 
Southport had an admitted reputation to maintain in such a matter, 
and it succeeded completely. 

The principal subject of discussion was, of course, the Third 
Interim Report of the Ministry of Reconstruction’s Committee on 
Adult Education, which was considered in all its main arguments 
and conclusions, with especial emphasis on the proposed change of 
control. The Council had drawn up a well-worded (in the main) 
memorandum on the subject traversing some of the arguments, and 
directly challenging the proposal to place libraries under local 
education committees. The result of such a change, the memor- 
andum pointed out, would probably be to make libraries a mere 
appanage of the schools, and this would mean the by-passing of 
the general reader, and certainly would be disastrous for the 
library profession. Moreover, it was shown that in America—-whose 
library supremacy is indisputable—the public library movement 
had started as a part of the official education system, but experience 
had proved the necessity for a separate control, and this had come 
about naturally over there. 

It transpired in the discussions that the new Government Bill on 
Libraries had actually been drafted, and that it might be introduced 
in its final form in the coming Parliamentary session. We have 
heard nothing of this officially, but it is at least probable. If so, 
the suggestion of the Honorary Solicitor of the Library Association 
that a deputation should wait upon Mr. Fisher urging him to 
allow Library Committees some degree of rea] independence of the 
educational machinery of the country should be adopted with the 
least possible delay. ' The newspaper reports have given the 
impression that we want to go our own way, and are impatient of 
iny inquisition into our work. We want to erase that impression 
in part: because we welcome inquiry: libraries have a record of 
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which they need not be in the least ashamed; but we do want to 
show that our reach is far beyond that of ‘‘ education,’ as that 
word is usually interpreted, and that while we are ancillary to 
education, we are a great deal more than that. 

* * * 

Some attention was focussed upon the Library School at 
University College, as it ought to have been. The little irritations 
which accompanied the gestation of the scheme are now over, or 
have no purpose; but there was one criticism amongst a few others 
which was stressed by the Conference. That was, of course, the 
possibility that University College may issue a diploma to its 
students, which being a University certificate may be preferred 
before the L.A. diploma in the eyes of the public. Moreover, it is 
feared that students who already have one or two certificates may 
find themselves competled to begin anew. These fears were 
expressed in the violent language which one or two of our dema- 
gogues mistake for argument the assistants had been ** sold, 
‘given away, and much other nonsense. There is, however, this 
fear in the mind of assistants; and if the authorities at University 
College can find some mode of co-operation with the L.A. in this 
matter, the only criticism of the Schogl worth a thought will be met. 

* * * 

We have had a somewhat hesitating expression of the hope that 
the L.A. monthly meetings will be revived; but beyond that 
nothing has yet transpired. It is really to be hoped that the Council 
will not allow the general silence in library matters which has 
persisted for so long in London to continue. But has every reader 
helped? After all these meetings are a mutual effort, and while it is 
the duty of the Council to overcome obstacles to their being held, 
it is the privilege of every library worker to co-operate. There is 
association activity everywhere else in the country. The branch 
associations, and the L.A.A. and its branches, are reviving to real 
purpose, as Dr. Baker must have found when he toured them in 
behalf of the Library School. The L.A.A. Inaugural Meeting, 
with an address by Prof. John Adams, is a particularly good 
commencement. ; x x * 

At the Annual Meeting, Mr. W. E. Doubleday announced that 
acting upon medical advice he is compelled to relinquish the editor- 
ship of The Library Association Record. In doing so he drew 
attention to the caustic criticisms to which he had been subjected in 
that office. But that is the inevitable fate of all who work for the 
L.A. There is a section of that body who, measuring other men 
by their own standards, cannot even envisage work done from 
unselfish motives: but the majority are men of honour and heart 
who know and appreciate good services Suck men regret Mr. 
Doubleday's enforced departure. He took the editorship in difficult 
circumstances, and succeeded in giving some real life to the journal. 
ilis editorials have encouraged and informed many, and have been 
more than abreast of current library opinion. We, at least, do not 
fail to thank Mr. Doubleday, and to wish him a speedy return to his 
normal streneth 
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THE QUALIFICATIONS OF THE WORKS’ LIBRARIAN. 
(Continued.) 


By Ernest P. CLarKeE. 
INITIATIVE. 


The public library librarian is somewhat handicapped in demon- 


strating his power of initiative. He more or less follows his 
predecessors on certain lines and his initiative is somewhat 
restricted. I admit that there are exceptions, but speaking 


generally, the conditions of service are at fault and not the public 
librarian’s qualifications. His clients come to him for information. 
The work’s librarian must go to his clients. As a rule the work's 
librarian is allowed to act upon his own responsibility and resources, 
and if he carries out his plans to a logical and sane conclusion, the 
inevitable result is that his sphere of usefulness is recognized by his 
employers, who begin to reahze that the work of the library is part 
and parcel of the firm's successful undertakings. Even with the 
establishment of a library in the works, the usefulness of our public 
reference libraries cannot be under-estimated as being ‘‘ Havens 
of refuge,’ where the work’s librarian can go to find the information 
he may be called upon to supply. Some works’ librarians will be 
miles away from these libraries and difficulty in acquiring the 
information he seeks will present itself. Here is a test as to the 
qualities of initiative. I will quote two examples which have come 
to my knowledge: (1) A Spanish phrase was sent down for transla- 
tion to the library. It was supposed to be of technical nature. 
Dictionaries, etc., were consulted on the premises. The informa- 
tion gained was nil. The librarian wending his way home passed 
the offices of a well-known school of languages. An interview with 
the principal as to the possibilities of taking a course in Spanish, 
coupled with the diplomatic presentation of the slip of paper 
bearing the untranslated phrase and sufficient to abstract the 
information that the phrase was one of a South American colloquiai 
origin. The following morning the librarian. supplied the transla- 
tion. He is now wondering if he really did make an appointment 
to take a course in Spanish. Initiative won the day. (2) This 
case was somewhat different. An article had appeared in a 
technical journal and was urgently required. It being an American 
publication, it was impossible to obtain it in anything like a 
reasonable time. Nothing daunted, the librarian sought 
the aid of the city reference library, found the article, copied it. 
Upon returning to the works he had a typewritten copy sent in. 
Initiative won again. Two small details, but sufficient to prove 
that initiative is another important qualification to be sought after 
by the works’ librarian. 
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SINCERITY AND LOYALTY. 

Sincerity and loyalty to the company and its officers is an 
essential qualification of the works’ librarian. One writer describes 
sincerity as “ one of the most ennobling traits of the human race,” 
and sincerity in the works library, as in private life, is a quality 
every works librarian should cultivate. As applied to his duties 
he should treat all alike. Whether it be the managing director, 
or the junior office boy seeking information, he should promise to 
do his best to assist him and fulfil that promise. 

A librarian with this qualification is a dependable quantity with 
those with whom he comes in contact. If he lacks sincerity and 
singleness of purposes he is a losing proposition to his firm. The 
knowledge that he cannot be relied upon to fulfil a promise will 


soon spread and his work and worth suffer accordingly. Loyalty 
to his profession and loyalty to the company who employ him 1s 
another very necessary qualification. Many firms employing 


works’ librarians will deem it advisable for him and the members 
of his staff to study certain subjects quite foreign to the educational 
programme of the Library Association. Outside the profession of 
librarianship its function may not be of practical value to him in 
seeking a librarianship elsewhere. [le must sink his personal con- 
viction for the benefit of his employer. This is one phase of 
loyalty. Another might be that some extra duties outside the 
scope of librarianship will be assigned to him. Legally he would 
be perfectly justified in calling attention to the fact that he was 
engaged as librarian. The encroachment upon. the rights of pro- 
fessionalism and trade unionism after the war will, if not carefully 
handled, cause trouble. A works librarian is entitled to his rights, 
but if he remembers the martyrdom of his brothers in the Municipal 
Service he will be wise once again to sink personal pride in order 
to show his loyalty to his employer. 

Loyalty between employers and employed will go far after the 
war to improve amicable relationship in the world of commerce. 

Many may be inclined to regard sincerity and loyalty as minor 
qualifications, but I would remind them that ‘‘it is the small 
things which count,”’ and the possession of these additional personal 
qualifications will go far in successfully fulfilling the duties of one 
called upon to conduct a works’ library. 


WHERE ARE ovR Works’ Lisprartans To Come From? 

Works’ librarianship in England is of a pioneer nature. Where- 
ever a works’ library has been orgauized and run on sound business 
lines, under the supervision of a live librarian, it has proved itself 
to be a success and justified its existence. They are looked upon as 
being ‘‘ a long felt want supplied,” and it does not require a genius 
to prophecy that as the vears go by they will become more 
numerous 

They will necessitate the appointment of librarians, and the 
question arises as to where they are to come from? One is apt 


& 
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immediately to answer “‘ from our public libraries.” Rightly so, 
but the usefulness of a works’ library does not depend upon the 
number of its books or its supply of periodicals, but more upon the 
wisdom, originality and training of the librarian. Classification 
and cataloguing (although important qualifications) are not suffi- 
cient to justify a library assistant in obtaining a works’ librarian- 
ship. He must study for the position apart from his library 
educational qualifications and he must realise that in serving 
behind the library counter he has lost touch with the commercial 
undertakings of the business world. A close study of the doings 
and deliberations of the present works librarians, combined with 
the course on one or more of the following subjects, will 
undoubtedly be to his benefit. These subjects are: (1) Theory and 
Practice of Commerce, (2) Industrial History, (3) British and 
Foreign Trade Markets, (4) Precis Writing. One is dependant on 
the other, and one of his main duties will be to supply a short 
precis on both commercial and technical subjects which appear from 
time to time in the press. He will be well advised to polish up any 
previous knowledge he may have acquired upon the leading 
principles of: (1) General Science, (2) Chemistry, (3) Mechanics, 
(4) Electricity. Perhaps the day is not far distant when the 
Library Association will include in its educational syllabus a section 
for the training of works’ librarians and thus be able to supply 
aspirants for works’ librarianships with special qualifications which 
will enable them to fill these positions, and besides helping to win 
the trade war, will also make the functions of librarianship, 
both works’ and public, an integral part of any commercial under- 
taking. 


LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS. 


Dear ZENoDOTUS, 
THe CONFERENCE. 

In the seclusion and silence of your later days rumours of the 
Conference may have reached you, but they will be intangible, and, 
like most reports, muddled; and by one of those brilliant inspira- 
tions for which we are distinguished, we, Callimachus and Eratos- 
thenes-—-whom the gods make wiser !—-determined to write to you 
our combined impressions thereof, leaving to you the task of 
disentangling the paragraphs, as best you may. 

Some 230 persons, mainly librarians, but with a fairly representa- 
tive sprinkling of wives and committeemen, lined up to receive their 
documents at the Southport Library, where they were dispensed 
without flurry and with good humour by Mr. Mills and his courteous 
staff. Said documents gave admission to receptions twain, the 
municipal band enclosure, hot and cold baths, swimming and 
Turkish, and much else that was de!ectable, even golf being included. 
We were a goodly assembly, although the Southport papers have 
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not extolled our physica! perfections as some of us think they might 
have done. This may be due to the facts that there was only one 
top-hat amongst us, and that one distinguished member turned up 
in white flannel unmentionables, and actually read a paper thus 
arrayed.—(Who says that British courage is not what it was?) 


Wuat we Dip. 


You will not expect us to be minute in our description of ow 
doings ; especially as on some points we do not agree. On one we 
were unanimous, and that was in regretting the absence of Sir John 
MacAlister, who sends a letter of explanation to the August Record. 
We had hoped that he would take his lawful place at our Conference, 
especially as he has done so much for the L.A. You know, however, 
that the Rump Council, now happily extinct, had got into a self- 
righteous critical mood, questioning the activities of all who desired 
to do anything, and imputing motives of an astonishing character 
which the members knew verv well were untrue. Thus there was 
muen talk, which is an inevitable resu!t of staleness, and Sir John 
once upon a time remarked to Eratosthenes, ‘‘ Life is too short for 
vas an aphorism, by the way, which Eratosthenes would do well 
to consider. |That is a purely gratuitous innuendo, which comes 
aptly from one who has just been talking of matters of taste !—E. | 
and the result was that our President left us just when we laymen, 
who do not live by the Council, were hoping that some fruition of 
our desires was in view. We hope that Sir John will not desert 
us entirely. The Council is not the L.A., and indeed has largely 
misrepresented us in the last year or two. To return: our first 
evening was occupied with a re eption, at which the refreshments 
were ample, the speeches a little protracted, the music charming, 
and the conversation excellent. It was for many a taking-up of 
friendships after a four years’ interruption. There were changes, 
too. One missed some ‘‘‘old, familiar faces,’ and one was struck by 
the number of young men present. Later in the Conference Mr. 
Jast made a reference to the young which seemed to imply that they 
were not introducing young ideas into the movement ; but if we judge 
aright from the specimens we saw, we are in no great fear for the 
future. 

More Serious Business. 


Callimachus came in late on Tuesday morning, but I was in the 
Art Gallery at 10 a.m., and found it empty. |The premature are 
not the punctual.—C.] The meeting did not begin until 10.30, with 
the result that as a rule there was no time for anything any morning. 
This may have been a Jesuitical move on the part of the Honorary 
Secretary, but we have no determined opinion upon the point. It 
is a solemn fact, however, that with the exception of members of 
the Council, who revel in long sittings, few members cared for 
sessions lasting more than an hour and a half. After the Mayor 
of Southport had given us welcome, the new President, Mr. G. 
Barwick, gave the shortest presidential address on record, reviewing 





284 THE LIBRARY WORLD. 


what we were going to do, and brightening things with an anecdote 
or two of British Museum celebrities. The brevity was justified, 
because, after all, although there was much to discuss at the Confer- 
ence, the whole matter could have been written out on a visiting 
card. Then followed a Memorandum, which had been prepared by 
the Council, and sent to the Minister of Education. This was 
described by our own Library Association Thunderer as “ the most 
masterly document that had ever been presented to any govern- 
ment.” This modest statement pricked up our ears, but our disap- 
pointment was extreme. It was a good memorandum, challenging 
the Report of the Adult Education Committee and asking Mr. 
Fisher to give us more money, but not to submit us to local education 
committee control. Very good. But there were one or two phrases 
which are liable to misinterpretation; for example, says the 
Memorandum, ‘‘The Library Association submits that the interest 
of the general public is the main interest of the library, and that this 
should not be endangered by or subordinated to the special interests 
of education.’’ What was meant, probably—with fear we attempt 
to interpret that many-headed multitude, the Council—‘‘ The 
library is an educational force in the wider sense, and works for the 
general communitv. and its subordination to local education 
committee would mean probably that its activities would be circum- 
scribed by the codes as used in schools and other teaching institu- 
tions.’’ As it is, the sentence suggests that we are up against 
‘“‘education”’ in some way. But we were not allowed to criticise the 
Memorandum. ‘‘Hush!” saith the Council, “‘ trust us, and approve 
it, if you like, but we have a/ready sent it to Mr. Fisher as your 
opinion, and you must not disagree with what we assure you your 
views ought to be.” Wasn't that clever? Eratosthenes was speech- 
less, but I was filled with admiration ; I still am so filled. 


THe Rest. 


Nothing else in the Conference mattered, after this. Having 
agreed that we would not of our own volition surrender our inde- 
pendence, we listened to Mr. Whipple, the director of education at 
Blackburn, most persuasively asking us to walk into his parlour, 
with amused tolerance, and to the best debating speech of the 
Conference—a disquisition on the philosophical bases of education 
by Mr. Jast—to which it gave rise, with much interest. Incidentally 
Mr. Jast uttered one of “‘ the sayings of the week,” according to The 
Observer, which was in effect, ‘‘ The only book which is of value to 
a child is the one he chooses for himself.’ This was in arguing that 
in the school the child was under the dominance of the teacher, 
while in the library that was absent. The dominance of the author, 
which is far more subtle than that of the teacher and more difficult 
to detect, was a point Mr. Jast left out ; wisely, as we think, for the 
safety of his argument. 

Mr. H. W. Fovargue was alternately optimistic and pessimistic. 
He even thought that the L.A. might cease to exist with the year, 
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owing to the absorption of libraries by the Board of Education. But 
he made some good constructive suggestions. 

I grow tired of commercial libraries. As Conference matter they 
are exhausted ; but of course we iad to have them whether or no. 
In a very good paper, too, from Mr. Pitt. What I want to emphasise 
is that the matter concerns about six great towns only, and all the 
eloquence about it leads foolish librarians in little towns to attempt 
the establishment of such departments. [That-is Callimachus’s view, 
but I cannot see in the least why the smaller man shouldn't have 
his commercial section, and he must needs learn from the Pitts, 
Shaws, Powells, Jasts and Hands.—E.] Mr. Savage gave original 
treatment to another stale topic—technical libraries—mainly, of 
course, contradicting the Adult Education Committee's suggestion 
that the industry should maintain the technical library of the 
industry—one of the silliest ideas in the Report. If Mr. Savage 
would only study elocution he would become a power ; he has always 
something to say, and his language is felicitous, but his audience 
frequently require ear-trumpets. 


Laprary Association EpITIons. 


Mr. Jast had too many innings, but he got away from the supreme 
dulness of the Adult report in a paper which suggested that the 
L.A. should have its own editions of standard works. In this way: 
we should go to a pubiisher, tell him that a certain o.p. book is 
required by all the libraries of the country, and invite him to publish 


it, according to our specification of type, paper, etc., and call it the 
“ Library Association Edition.” The idea has points, and seemed 
to be practical, although the only man present who really understood 
publishing, Dr. Baker, thought it was not; but he was cried down, 
and the Book Production Committee was called into being again to 
consider the matter. 
OTHER MATTERS. 
The Annual Meeting was the usual row; this time principally 
= Jo } —s 
over the possibility of two diplomas being issued, and a great deal 
of vicarious indignation was expressed by men who have neither 
diploma. We were amused ; but we really hope that some method of 
co-ordinating the L.A. diploma, with the suggested diploma of the 
School of Librarianship, will be found. 

Finally, our subscriptions to the L.A. are to be doubled! Weep 
not, O Zenodotus, for even you can't live on the old penny rate 
Members will pay 14 guineas, but Fellows and Institutions will pay 
two. So shall we flourish 

We have much more to say, but space demands a break here. 

CALLIMACHUS. 
ERATOSTHENES 


[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of the 
writers of ‘* LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS."’] 
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IMPRESSIONS OF ABERYSTWYTH SUMMER 
SCHOOL, AUG., 1919. 


We met, some 40 of us, not all by any means library assistants ; 
for enrolment as students of the School of Library Service in the 
examination hall of the Aberystwyth University. Some were 
teachers bent on re-organising school libraries; some just per- 
sonally interested in the library movement; one or two chief lib- 
rarians, fortunately not of the awesome variety ; but for the niost 


part we were just ordinary ‘‘ assistants. 
This was on the first day! And on the last day we should also 
a/l have met in a class-room of the same august building, but, 


alas, some of us ‘‘ funked”” the test or examination—which really 
vas not very dreadful after all. 

Our lecturers were keen, enthusiastic, kindly, and human. And 
whether in their official or unofficial capacity were voted Al by all 


and sundry. We learned from them many things previously 
beyond our ken, and at the end of the fortnight were happier and 
vise? In addition to the courses on cataloguing, commercial 


and technical libraries and paleography, Mr. Ballinger (chief lib- 
rarian of the National Library), arranged lecture demonstrations 
on book-binding and catalogue printing at the National Library, 
the resources of which were at our disposal in every possible way. 
An opportunity which lecturers and students were not slow to 
seize. 

Ilow well endowed is Aberystwyth in the matter of libraries! 
In the first place it possesses the National Library of Wales, which 
Mr. Ballinger was good enough to show personally to a crowd of 
admiring students one afternoon, and which in many ways 
especially in the important matters of ventilation, lighting, and 
hook-accommodation spacing) promises to be a ploneer in library 
construction and economics Hlere also is a_ bindery, printing 
plant, and photographic apparatus. In addition to the National 
Library there is the University Library, which we were also 
privileged to see by the courtesy of the Librarian (Mr. J. D. 
Williams), and which consists of some 39,000 volumes beautifully 
housed in the University Furthermore, Aberystwyth also 
possesses a Public Library, Museum, and Reading Room 

For the Warden's cordiality and the thoughtfulness of her 
secretaries and assistants one can only return thanks, and wonder 
at the smoothness of the working of domestic matters in these days 
of food and servant problems. Twas not until after Jeaving 
Aberystwyth we learned that there had been a bread strike! The 
total number of students in Alexandra Hall must have been some- 
vhere about 200; for in addition to the Library Schoo! there was 
also a large Geography School; a Sociology section: and students 
of agriculture and other arts and crafts. All of which gave 
variety (verily the ‘spice of a Summer School) to the proceed- 
ings. For a long time one wasn't quite sure whether one’s dinner 
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companion would be an African explorer incognito or a caricaturist 
in embryo. 

Two vivid memories of the Summer School are Mr. Chapple’s 
lectures from 9.10 each morning on ‘‘ Adolescence,” and Sir Henry 
Jones's evening series on ‘‘ Some perplexities of a good citizen. 
Each and every one a mental feast. 

On the lighter side, we, as the Library School relaxed over the 
August Bank Holiday and “ did the Devil's and Parson's 
Bridges and the Llyfnant Valley. The weather was extremely 
unkind to us in our adventures, but those who braved the elements 
were amply repaid by enchanting visions of glimmering dells and 
watery sprays and glorious valleys where surely fairies haunt and 
hide. One cannot wonder that the people of Wales sing, living 
amid such a world of beauty. 

A delightful recollection, too, is the memory of the hospitality 
of Mistress Waters, of Tymawr, Machynlleth. 

The geography people had their excursions also, to whom (if 
we could squeeze them in we were warmly welcomed)—they had 
amongst their lecturers a weather expert and arranged their out- 
ings accordingly! But I doubt if on the whole they enjoyed them 
more than we. 

One can only hint of the joy of the sea and her many allure- 
ments, and the blue bay of Aberystwyth possesses such delights in 
full measure. , : . 

Was the night stormy music and mirth indoors held sway; or 
if calm and mild the setting sun absorbed attention from even 
the most ardent bookworm 

Finally, with a host of merry memories and regretful ‘‘ au 
revoirs,” we came away wishing long life to the Aberystwyth 
Summer Schoo! of Library Service : , 

F. M. JEFFERSON, 
Theosophical Society, 
London. 


LIBRARY REPORTS. 
Hornsey (Borough). Public Libraries’ Committee Twentieth 

Annual Report, 1918-19. 

Librarian: Tuos. Jounston. Income, £3,036—from ld. rate, 
£2,834. Expenditure: Books, leanding and periodicals, £552 ; 
salaries, £1,631: loan charges, £577. Stock: Lending, 35,346; 
reference, 2.468. Issues: Lending, 280,821; reference, 3,964. 





Obviously this system is crippled by loan charges. Hornsey 1s 
a rich borough, with a reading population of the best although 
such districts as Muswell Hill have thought themselves superior to 
public libraries, we understand !—and it is to be regretted that the 
financial conditions are so serious that ‘‘ practically the whole of 
the income during the ensuing year will be required to meet the 
increased cost of administrative ex] enses, and unless the income is 
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augmented by some means or other, the Committee will be unable 
to purchase any new books or to supply a sufficient number of news- 
papers and periodicals.’ The report shows clearly all the causes 
of this defect. 48,544 volumes were issued from the School 
Libraries, but the work is decreasing owing to the ‘‘ economical ” 
decision of the Education Committee—-who supports them—not to 
make any grants for libraries during the war. Librarians who 
enthuse over the proposal to place public libraries under education 
committees would do well to reflect that the first economy of the 
latter in many towns during the war has been to close down or 
curtail the libraries in their care. The average modern education 
committee does not understand even the meaning of education; it 
is merely an instruction or teaching committee; the library com- 
mittee is the real education committee. <A record of the staff who 
have been on active service is given, and it is an honourable one. 


National Library for the Blind. Report, December, 1918. 


Librarian: Miss O. I. Prince. Income, £8,847—of which £555 


is stock. Expenditure: Book materials and binding, £1,359; 
salaries and wages, £2,469; balance, £1,605. Stock: 56,000 in 
Braille and Moon type, and 8,000 volumes of music. Issues, 


90,000. 

It is impossible adequately to summarize in our space the full 
work of this noble institution. Even the figures given above are 
liable to be misleading, as the library works through its own 
Branches at Manchester and Brighton, through 90 public libraries, 
and through 94 other societies and institutions, all of whom borrow 
books and re-circulate them. 500 daily are sent out from the 
central library. The Carnegie Trust has bought premises off 
Deansgate, Manchester, for £3,000, to house the Northern Branch. 
140 voluntary writers have been instructed in Braille and have 
produced 914 volumes for the library; 14 paid blind workers were 
employed, and the library could employ more had it funds to do 
so; books are exchanged with the Paris Library; music recitals 
were given by the Music Librarian to elucidate the collection in his 
care; various entertainments, concerts, dramatic readings, etc., 
were given; and, indeed, the whole report is progressive and 
satisfactory in every way. Tribute is paid to Mr. Pacy and Mr. 
R. B. Wood for their help with the newly-compiled catalogue. 
The death of the late librarian, Miss Ethel Winifred Austin—one 
of the greatest women the library movement has produced—is 
referred to at length with grief and deep appreciation of her work. 
A fund in commemoration now stands at £844; the memorial will 
be a stained-glass design with appropriate inscription, and “‘ impor- 
tant additions of books for the students’ collection.”” We advise 
our readers to procure this report, and to consider if they cannot 
bring their own libraries into affiliation with what is in some ways 
the most wonderful of libraries. Even the report reads like a 
romance. 
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LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS. 


Amsterdam. Vereeniging voor Openbare Leeszaless en Biblio 
thekess. De Openbrae Leeszaal en Bibliotheek. 30 pp., Roy. 
8vo. Illus. 1919. 

A well-produced brochure, with good plans and plates, devoted 
to the organization and methods of the Amsterdam Public Library. 
The library is a well-provisioned, compactly planned institution, 
having in addition to the ordinary departments, special technical 
and music libraries. A brief introductory chapter deals with the 
public library in the Netherlands; and an appendix contains the 
regulations of the Amsterdam Library. 

Cleveland Public Library. The Open Shelf, No. 2, Feb., 1919. 

A new bulletin, closely resembles that of Brooklyn Library. 


It is most freely annotated. The prefatory note contains the 
following, introducing a list on reconstruction :——‘‘ To call the most 


important books on topics of current interest to the attention of 
persons who wish to keep in touch with the trend of thought, the 
Main Library has started a series of Book Talks, to be given very 
informally, on Saturdays. The meetings are held in the Board 
Room, where there are comfortable chairs round a large table, A 
Book Talk lasts just 20 minutes, and is given at 11 and repeated 
at 2 in the afternoon. The plan is to take some outstanding book 
in some detail, summarizing its contents and reading from it 
enough to give a hint of the author's style. Then it is compared, 
roughly, with other books on the same subject. . . . If anyone 
wishes any particular book, new or old, reviewed, it is his privi- 
lege to leave his request at Desk 2, or mail it to the General 
Reference Division.” 

Newark Free Public Library. A Thousand of the Best Novels. 

9th ed. 36 pp. Cr. 8vo. 1919. 5 cents. 

An attractive selective list arranged alphabetically by 
authors. Brief title, price (American) and publisher are given. 
Mr. J. C. Dana, the librarian, writes a vigorous and characteristi- 
cally interesting preface, defending the reading of the novel, ana 
assessing the various values of novels. One might criticise some 
of the suggestions; for example, Barrie's ‘‘ Window in Thrums ” 
is better than ‘‘ Peter and Wendy,” Besant and Rice’s best book is 
‘‘ Ready Money Mortiboy,’ John Buchan’s “ Prester John” is a 
more enduring work than ‘‘ Greenmantle,” good as the latter is, 
Cable's ‘‘ John March ” is missing, as is J. L. Allen’s lovely little 
‘Summer in Arcady,” and surely Mrs. Burnett is incomplete 
without ‘‘ Little Lord Faunt'eroy.’’ But this sort of criticism may 
always be referred to personal taste, and the list in general is 
admirable. 

Norwich Public Library. Readers’ Guide, v. vii., No. 7, July, 
1919. One penny. 
The special feature of this otherwise characteristic issue is an 
admirable classified, annotated list on Coal and Nationalisation, 
the work of Chas. Nowell, the deputy librarian. 
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Prosser, R. B. Norfolk Inventions, 1687-1852. Enlarged and 
edited by Geo. A. Stephen. 

An interesting newspaper reprint, which will be useful to all 

students of the industrial history of the county. A chronological 
list of patents follows a descriptive account of the inventions. 


Norfolk and Norwich Archeological Society. Stephen, G. A. 
Francis Blomefield’s Queries in Preparation for his History of 
Norwich. 9 pp., facsimile, 1919. 

A reprint from Norfolk Archeology of a paper communicated 
by Mr. Stephen, giving the list of questions which Blomefield 
addressed to various loc val personages when gathering material for 
his ‘‘ Essay towards a Topographical History of the County of 
Norfolk,’’ 1739-75. Interesting as an example of method in topo- 
graphy. 

Ontario Library Review, v. iii., No. 4, May, 1919. 

Significant as containing the amended ‘‘ Rate Clauses” of the 
Ontario Public Libraries Act. Councils are compelled to raise a 
rate up to 4 mill on the dollar, and may by a majority of the 
council spend to a limit of one mill. In America a mill will pro- 
duce three times the amount that a penny in England will produce 
on similar property. In towns of over 100,000 population only 
| mill is compulsory with a permissive limit of 4 mill; and in 
country Gatricte the authority must levy a sufficient amount not 
exceeding 4 mill. A new clause provides that if an authority has 
entered into an agreement to expend not less than a stated sum in 
consideration of receiving a gift towards the public library, it may 
levy a rate sufficient to cover the agreement. 

” We congratulate our Canadian brothers; we have much to 
learn from them 

Rochdale Public Libraries. Books for the Building and Allied 
Trades, 24 pp., March, 1919. Books for Mechanical Engineers 
and Metal Workers, 31 pp., June, 1919. Both gratis. 

We have noticed an earlier similar select list from Rochdale 
Well produced, pocket lists, classified with sufficient notes, and 
indexed ; they are opportune, suggestive, and should be of much 
present and permanent value. 

Scottish Library Association. Pitt, S.A. The Library Rate in 
Relation to the Financial Position of Public Libraries. 11 pp. 
1919. 

The paper read before the Glasgow Conference on 27th March, 
with notes of the discussion. Mr. Pitt has done well to reprint 
his cogent and unanswerable paper; and the discussion produced 
several good remarks, those of Sir Donald MacAlister in particular, 
who spoke as a Carnegie Trustee: ‘“Communities should he 
allowed to exercise self-determination in this matter. He could 
not see why any government should say that a library authority 
was not to spend more than a penny in the £ on books. If a com 
munity decided that more beoks and better books should be 
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acquired, that community should be free to spend the necessary 
amount to meet their requirements. What interest was served in 
preventing them from doing this?” 


REVIEWS. 
FICTION. 
Hume Ferevus. Crazy Quilt. Cr. 8vo. pp. 319 Ward, Lock 
and Co., Ltd. 1919. 6s. net. 

Cannock arrives at his flat one night to find there a murdered girl 
whom he had only seen once before in his life. How she came to be there 
and who did her to death are the two chief problems of this popular 
mystery story. 


LEIGHTON, MARIE CoNNOR. Lucile Dare. Cr. 8vo., pp- 320 
Ward, Lock & Co., Ltd. 1919. 6s. net. 

The woman who gives her name to the book is a sentimental, not to 
say hysterical, detective, rather a new type. Loving the hero, but unable 
to win him, she tries to prove his guilt in spite of the fact that the woman 
he loves is her dearest triend. Just in time she ceases to work against 
him and applies all her astuteness to saving him, and the end is happiness 
for the lovers 


Le Quveux, Wituiam. The Hotel X. Cr. 8vo., pp. 304. Ward, 
Lock & Co., Ltd. 1919 6s. net. 

Thrilling incidents told by Dalmasso, maitre d’hotel of the famous 
Hotel X. The Fatal Table, the Suicide’s Room, the Missing Countess, and 
the Mysterious Monsieur indicate the nature of the stories which make 
entertaining reading. 

TREMAINE, Huspert. 7'wo Months. Cr. 8vo., pp. 249. C. W. 

Daniel, Ltd. 1919. 7s. net. 

We should like Mr. Tremaine, who has much of the poet in his com- 
position, to get away from the war and conscientious objectors and _ the 
inconsequences and vagaries of things in the melting pot, because we feel 
he would give us better art if he did not try to picture the fleeting things 
of to-day. They are here now but soon gone, and Mr. Tremaine might 
write of something with more permanent beauty in it Dr. Brand 
Thompson, Cecily even Geraldine herself, and certainly Sterne, are shadowy 
figures peering out of a swirl of mist. This may be a tribute to Mr 
Tremaine’s genius, for life has recently been as he depicts it, yet the mere 
cleverness of it makes us long for something less shifting, more solid. 


Rowe. JouHN G. The Boys of Fellingham Nehool Cr. ovo... Pl 
240. Illustrations in colour. G.G. Harrap & Co., Ltd. 1919 


6s. net. 
\ school story which opens with a fight and ends with an exciting 
treasure hunt \ stirring tale for boys. 


Hort, H. P., and Barsovur, R. H Lost Island. Cr. 8vo., pp 
256. Coloured frontis and illus. G. G. Harrap & Co., Ltd. 
1919. Gs. net. 

Dave Hallard and Tempest sail to Southern seas, and there, after 
exciting adventures, find treasure, and better still cement a great friend- 
ship 
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Forsey, Mauve 8. Jack and Me; a Story for Children. Illus. 
in colour, by Helen Jacobs. Small quarto, pp. 182. G. G. 
Harrap & Co., Ltd. 1919. 4s. net. 

Molly tells about herself and her little brother Jack, and a very happy 
story it is, even though at the end of the book Molly confesses to “a 
queer sort of ache deep down inside,’’ which she attributes to ‘‘ growing 
up. 


LIBRARY SCHOOL MATTERS. 


We are interested to learn that over sixty students have enrolled 
in the School at University College, of whom more than thirty are 
whole-time day students. This means, so far as numbers are 
concerned, a successful commencement. 

In this connexion, it may be mentioned that the Bolton 
Libraries Committee has granted to two members of its staff leave 
of absence for two years in order that they may take the full course. 
This is an example worthy of imitation. To all libraries it is not 
an easy one, because few libraries can afford the loss of assistants for 
so long. It is thought, too, that libraries sending assistants have 
no legal power to do so; nor have they any guarantee that the 
assistants will return to their service after their college career. But, 
if such leave-granting became general, the profession and every 
library would ultimately benefit. 

One of the difficulties of the School lies in the matter of text 
books. The ‘‘ Sayers ” edition of Brown's Manual is well advanced 
in the press, and will be ready before long ; but, except in classifica- 
tion and cataloguing some of the text-books are becoming out of date. 
Even in cataloguing the Anglo-American Code has to be obtained 
from America, and there seems no immediate prospect of a new 
English edition. The Library Association should consider the issue 
of a reprint. 

The new, revised, and extended syllabus of the Library Association 
will be ready, we are told, during the month. There has been some 
delay, owing to the great amount of revision required, aad the 
difficulty of getting printing done expeditiously at the present time. 

The Liverpool assistants are well provided this year. There are 
classes at the City Technical School there for the Preliminary Test, 
Classification, Cataloguing, and Library Economy. At Leeds it is 
hoped that classes will be revived. We believe, too, that classes are 
contemplated by the Manchester Library Assistants’ Fellowship. 
What will Glasgow do? 


WV ANTED. Index to volume 20 of the “‘ Library World.”— 
Warrington Municipal Museum 
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